
 
 

The glass fire grenade was developed in late eighteenth-century England. The fragile glass contained a saltwater 

and brine solution that was released when the glass shattered.  Like modern fire extinguishers, the glass fire 

grenade was launched at the base of the fire. By the late nineteenth century, fire grenades could be found 

anywhere a fire could break out, including: homes, hotels, factories, schools, trains, and the United States Life 

Saving Service. In the twenty-first century, they have been replaced by durable metal canister fire extinguishers. 

However, one place you can find a beautiful blue Harden Hand Grenade is right here at the Long Island 

Maritime Museum’s U.S Life Saving Service exhibit! 

Why are these grenades important enough to earn a spot in our exhibit? The United States Life Saving Service 

needed fire protection in the remote stations that housed both lifesavers and equipment. Each station was 

equipped with a dozen grenades. The Harden Hand Fire Extinguisher Company of Chicago and Hayward’s 

Hand Fire Grenade located in New York, were the two largest fire grenade manufacturers.  

The glass fire grenades were truly beautiful works of art that came in various colors and shapes depending on 

the manufacturer. The bluish-green bottle in our exhibit stands 6 ¾ inches tall with a large engraved star on the 

shoulder was made by Harden and is embossed with a logo reading: “HARDEN’S HAND GRENADE FIRE 

EXTINGUISHER.” Manufacturers typically engraved their company’s names on the grenades. Two sizes were 

available; pint or quart, although pint was the more common size. The earlier grenades used a carbon 

tetrachloride solution and later in the 1800s, a brine solution was utilized. A fully intact glass fire grenade 

would have a cork and cement stopper.  

Since these bottles were destined for destruction, it is rare to find an intact glass fire grenade. Most grenades 

were factory-made after 1870 and remained in use until around 1910. Even though they have been replaced by 

modern fire safety technology, glass fire grenades are a valuable part of any glass collection or maritime 

museum exhibit.  
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